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What is persistent absence and what is the impact? Information for parents and carers.
School is the best environment for the vast majority of pupils to learn in. Being surrounded by teachers and friends in school helps keep children safe, and supports them to reach their potential. Research shows that persistent absence is strongly linked to lower academic achievement, which in turn affects long-term prospects, such as higher education opportunities and employability.
Why is school attendance important? 

Being in school is important to your child’s academic achievement, wellbeing, and wider development.  There is evidence to suggest that regular school attendance is a key mechanism to support children and young people's educational, economic and social outcomes. Schools can facilitate positive peer relationships, which is a contributes to better mental health and wellbeing.

Attendance at school is crucial to prepare young people for successful transition to adulthood, and to support their longer term economic and social participation in society. There is also evidence that the students with the highest attendance throughout their time in school gain the best GCSE and A level results. 

Research from the Education Hub found that pupils who performed better both at the end of primary and secondary school missed fewer days than those who didn’t perform as well. 

For example, data from 2019 shows that 84% of Key Stage 2 pupils who had 100% attendance achieved the expected standard, compared to 40% of pupils who were persistently absent across the key stage. 
What does it mean if a child is persistently or severely absent? 

Children who are registered at a school but regularly fail to turn up are officially referred to as being ‘persistently’ or ‘severely’ absent. 

The school day is split into two sessions – one session counts as a morning or afternoon spent in school. Pupils who have missed more than 10% of school sessions are considered persistently absent, while children who have missed more than 50% of school sessions are referred to as severely absent. 
What does persistent absence look like?

	Terms
	Persistent Absence 10%

	Term 1
	4.5 days or more

	Term 1 & 2
	7 days or more

	Term 1, 2 & 3
	10 days or more

	Term 1, 2, 3 & 4
	12.5 days or more

	Term 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5
	15.5 days or more

	Term 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6
	19 days or more


Facts:

· Minimum attendance of 96% (10 days absence per year) means that, during primary years, the child will miss more than a term of education!
· If attendance is between 90-96% (10-20 days absence per year) it means that, during primary years, the child will miss 2 or more terms of education!
· If attendance is between 85-90% (20-30 days absence per year) it means that, during primary years, the child will miss over a year of education! 
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