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Year 3 and 4 Local History Driver Knowledge Mat – Historical Enquiry  

 Subject Specific Vocabulary 

Index 
A list of subjects with 

references to where they are 
mentioned. 

Railway 
A network of steel tracks, 

trains and stations connecting 
localities. 

Lace 

A type of textile. A fine open 
fabric of cotton or silk, made by 

looping, twisting, or knitting 
thread in patterns. 

Industry 
Economic activity that 

involves processing materials 
into goods. 

Manufacture 
The making of things on a 

large scale using machinery. 

City 
A city is a large human 

settlement.  

Town 
A town is a medium-sized 

human settlement.  

Village 
A village is larger than a hamlet 

but smaller than a town. 

Century 100 years. 

Poverty 
Lacking enough money to live 

comfortably in normal in a 
society. 

Wealthy 
Having a great deal of money 

or assets; being very rich. 

 

 

    

 

Quality 

texts to 

drive 

topic 

Sticky Subject Knowledge about Historical Enquiry 
and our locality 

Cities generally have extensive systems for housing, 
transportation, sanitation, utilities, land use, and 
communication. Nottingham and Derby are cities. 

A town's population will tend to make their living from 
manufacturing industry, commerce, and public services 

rather than primary industry such as farming. Long Eaton 
is a town. 

Villages usually have a population ranging from a few 
hundred to a few thousand. Villages are often located in 

rural areas. 

Long Eaton changed from a village to a town in 1839 when 
the new railway encouraged growth. Three industries came 
to employ many people in the growing town: lace-making, 
railway wagon manufacturing and upholstery manufacture. 

By 1900, the town population of Long Eaton had grown to 
over 10,000, through construction of new houses, business 

premises and factories throughout the Victorian period. 

Historical enquiry is the process by which we use the same 
methods as a professional historian when investigating an 
aspect of history, via questioning, research and analysis. 

Life was very different for children in the 1800s (19th 
century). Poor children often had to work instead of going 
to school. Many worked with their parents at home or in 
workshops, making matchboxes or sewing. Children could 
also earn a bit of money as chimney-sweeps, messengers or 
crossing sweepers. 

 

Science Links 

 You can record and present your 

observations in different ways (labelled 

diagrams, charts etc.) 

 Modern manufacturing and transport 

systems relies on power from electricity. In 

Long Eaton’s past, lace machines would 

have been powered by water mills then 

steam. 

Maths in the Wider Curriculum  

 You can describe positions on a 2-D grid as 

coordinates in the first quadrant. 

 Derby Road is almost exactly 1 mile long 

and it takes 4 minutes to drive down it, 20 

minutes to walk down it and 5 minutes to 

cycle down it! 


